This article examines the presence of elephant in ancient Egyptian language to illustrate its different names, its ideograms and its rare representations in ancient Egyptian texts. As well its religious role depending on two elephant burials at Hierakonpolis in upper Egypt, several predynastic and archaic period depictions of elephant and a spell of coffin texts which back to the time of the middle kingdom.
Elephant appears on the Pithom stela with the name dnhr (6) , and in demotic texts as tnhr (African elephant) (7) , another word with elephant determinative Hw (not in wb) was recorded by Fairman from the kiosk of Senusret I at Karnak he translated it ' grown elephant ' which is presumably a (1) Störk, L." Elephants", in :The Oxford encyclopedia of ancient Egypt,Vol.I,Oxford University Press, Oxford ; New York, 2001, p.467. (2) Osborn,D.J., & osbornovà, J., The Mammals of ancient Egypt, The Natural History of Egypt IV, England, 1998, p.125. (3) Liddell, H.G.& Scott, R., A Greek-English Lexicon,Clarendon press,Oxford,p.532. (4) Wb I, 7, 15. (5) LD Text II, p. 97. (6) Urk II, 102,4.; this stela back to patlomy II and it is in egyptian museum now ( CG 22183) for more about this stela see: Naville,É., "La stèle de Pithom", ZÄS 40 (1902 -1903 , pp.66-75. (7) Spiegelberg,W., Demotica II, München,1928, p. 8. nisbe derived from Hw 'elephant tusk' (1) , the tusk of elephant is known as Abw also (2) , and elephant trunk as Drt/drt (3) .
Elephants were depicted in the pre-dynastic rock drawings of Southern Upper Egypt from eastern and western desert wadis studied by Winkler (4) , but This sign is the first ideogram of elephant we knew till till now in the ancient Egyptian language that used as determinative of the Elephantine town (modern Aswan) (5) , Vahala supposed that elephants must have survived this far south in Egypt when the town was named though it is also possible that the animals were named after the town, because of its connections with the ivory trade (6) , and Mercatante said that the island was called Elephantine because the rocks looked like elephants or because it was a depot for ivory trade (7) . many representations of elephant are found only as the determinative of the Elephantine island such as the carving in the Dynasty 5 Causeway of Unas represents the hieroglyphic determinative for the description of red granite having been brought from Elephantine to build the Pyramid of Unas (8) ,and in Palermo stone (9) , also the elephant head is uesd as determinative in the name of Elephantine Abw (10) , elephant also appears as det. of Abw many times on the the rock tombs of the Princes of Elephantine from the time of the Middle Kingdom (11) , and on the Late Period (Dyn. 26) coffin of Ankhnesneferibrec(D26) (12) , the last ideogram of elephant appears in the word nnib 'styrax' (13) .
( Wb I, 7, 18. (11) x as er, . ., ie e sengr ber der rsten von ephantine aus der eit des itt eren Reiches, New York, 1940, p.109. (12) Sander-Hansen, . ., ie re igi sen Texte auf dem Sarg der Anchnesneferibre, Kopenhagen, 1934, p.4. (13) Wb II, 276, 9. ; this sign also had the value nnib.
Elephant appeared in ancient Egyptian texts (but it is rare) through foreign tribute or military expeditions texts especially in the time of Thutmose I , Thutmose II , Thutmose III at Nija on the Orontes River (1) , The most famous of these texts is the Biography of Amenemhab who accompanied Tuthmosis III when He hunted 120 elephants in Nija and the largest among them threatened the king life and Amenehab cut of its Drt (elephant s trunk) and saved Tuthmosis life, for which he received a gift of gold (2) .
The religious role of elephant :
The elephant lived all over Egypt during the Paleolithic and Neolithic as late as the Neolithic .7 ) the elephant represents trampling on snake (9) , this idea is mentioned also by classical authors who said that the motif of the battle between serpent and elephant, which (1) Störk, L.,"Elefant", LÄ I, col.1214.; for more about this state see : Helck,W.,"Nija", LÄ IV, col.479-480. 
Bénédite, G., "The Carnarvon ivory", JEA 5, 1918, pp. 225-241.;  the prehistoric representations date from the Negade II culture . may be connected with Indian literature, Hofmann suggested that elephant and giant serpent here constitute a unit, Such a motif occurs in African myths, and it may be that it did also in the prehistoric Egyptian mythology, In Meroe there is found a possibly similar scene , but this motif came through the Physiologies in the Christian theology as the elephant (=Christ) and the Serpent (= Satan) (1) . the symbolism of these figures is not known, but they may have been intended to destroy evil forces and provide the deceased with protection from snakes and during his journey in the netherworld (2) , We also find a confirmation of that idea in the texts of the coffins which back to the time of middle kingdom in spell This spell indicate to the desire of the deceased to be like an elephant to be able to see the Rereksnake (4) during his journey in the netherworld as Osiris , but Unfortunately there is no religious text mentions the elephant to confirm the motif more and more except this spell (1) .
(1) Hofmann,I., " Zur Kombination von Elefant und Riesenschlange im Altertum", Anthropos 65, 1970, pp.619-632.
(2) Keimer, L., Histoires de serpents dans l'Égypte ancienne et moderne, cairo, 1947, p.25. (3) CT V, 42f, g, h, i.& 43a, b. (4) for more about this serpent see: 
Conclusion:
-The word "elephant" is derived from the Latin elephas which is the latinised form of the Greek ἐλέφας.
-The elephant have been known in ancient Egyptian language by the name Abw, dnhr, Hw, and in demotic texts as tnhr.
-All the ideograms of elephant and its parts in ancient Egyptian language are , , ,
, .
-Elephant appeared in ancient Egyptian texts (but it is rare) through foreign tribute or military expeditions.
-Confirmation the religious significance of elephant in predynastic period in Egypt through two elephant burials at Hierakonpolis.
-There aren't any ancient Egyptian god take the elephant form but in Sudan an elephant god doubtlessly existed in the Predynastic period.
the elephant represents trampling on snake on prehistoric objects handles of knives and this idea is mentioned also by classical authors may be indicate to destroy evil forces and provide the deceased with protection from snakes during his journey in the netherworld.
-There is no religious text has mentioned elephant except spell 379 in coffin texts which indicate to the desire of the deceased to be like an elephant to be able to see the Rerek-snake during his journey in the netherworld as Osiris . (1) the elephant has been represented in religious texts but as determinative of the Elephantine for example in: pyr 234b. 
